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AN  IMPORTANT  DISCUSSION. 

By  HENRY  W.  LAMB, 
President  of  the  New  England    Free  Trade  League. 


The  success  of  the  series  of  articles  published  last  year  upon 
"  Tariff  Trusts "  demands  that  they  should  be  followed  up.  The 
subject,  however,  is  so  clearly  connected  with  another  topic  of  great 
interest  that,  in  offering  to  furnish  another  series  collected  and 
edited  by  our  Free  Trade  League,  it  seems  desirable  to  include 
articles  upon  "  Protection  and  Foreign  Markets "  as  well  as  upon 
"  Protection  and  Trusts." 

The  two  subjects  are,  indeed,  closely  allied.  Not  only  do  pro- 
tected "trusts"  prey  upon  consumers  and  harass  producers  in  our 
home  market,  but  they  put  a  brake  upon  those  who  would  increase 
the  export  trade,  which  our  people  have  recently  come  to  regard 
with  great  pride  and  are  beginning  to  consider  necessary  to  Ameri- 
can prosperity.  This  drag  upon  the  wheels  is  felt  even  now,  when 
we  are  upon  grades  made  easy  by  the  great  prosperity  of  other 
nations  ;  but  it  will  be  more  keenly  felt  when  the  uphill  work 
begins,  when  some  check  to  the  present  world-wide  commercial 
and  industrial  activity  occurs,  or  for  any  reason  our  exported  prod- 
ucts have  to  face  a  drop  in  prices  abroad. 

Then  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  especially  the  protected  "  trusts," 
those  that  owe  their  existence  to  the  protective  tariff,  which  will 
place  the  most  serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  extending  or  even 
retaining  our  export  trade.  Other  monopolies  may  levy  tribute 
upon  the  producers  of  goods  for  export,  and  extort  exorbitant  prices 
for  serving  or  supplying  them  ;  but  nothing  in  the  world  except  the 
protective  tariff  can  prevent  a  sure  and  definite  limit  to  their  extor- 
tions. That  limit  to  the  price  is  the  point  where  our  producers  pay 
what  their  foreign  competitors  pay,  but  protected  monopolies  are 
restrained  by  no  such  limit.  They  may,  they  do,  compel  our  pro- 
ducers of  goods  for  export  to  pay  more  than  their  foreign  competi- 


tors  have  to  pay  ;  and  the  rebate  provisions  afford  relief  to  only  a 
portion  of  them.  In  other  words,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  the  Pro- 
tective Tariff  in  the  "trusts  "  which  puts  many  of  our  industries 
out  of  joint  and  all  our  industries  upon  an  artificial  basis,  unsound 
and  unstable  because  out  of  touch  with  free  and  healthy  trade. 

There  is  increasing  evidence  that  the  same  protection  which 
enables  our  "  trusts  "  to  tax  our  export  trade  is  also  giving  other 
countries  a  strong  inducement  and  a  ready  excuse  for  trying  to  bar 
it  out  altogether.  Some  of  them*  are  already  imitating  us  by  increas- 
ing their  tariff  duties  to  prohibitory  rates  or  by  kindred  vexatious 
enactments,  and  strong  pressure  is  exerted  upon  other  governments 
to  follow  the  same  bad  example. 

But  producers  for  export  are  not  the  only  or  even  the  chief  suf- 
ferers. All  our  producers  are  subject  to  the  dictation  and  all  our 
consumers  to  the  extortion  of  the  protected  "trusts,"  and  it  is 
contrary  to  justice  and  common  sense  that  all  should  have  to  wait 
for  relief  until  a  part  choose  to  bear  it  no  longer. 

The  New  England  Free  Trade  League,  seeking  to  induce  the 
people  to  enact  measures  for  this  relief,  offers  its  services  in  fur- 
nishing a  series  of  articles  from  eminent  men  who  will  demonstrate 
in  detail  the  conditions  described  above.  With  the  benefits  or  evils 
of  "  trusts  "  in  general  these  articles  will  not  deal.  They  will,  how- 
ever, continue  to  prove  that,  whatever  benefits  there  may  be  in 
"  trusts,"  the  American  people  do  not  get  the  benefits  in  cases 
where  the  "trusts"  are  supported  by  protection. 

1  believe  the  last  series  proved  that.  The  attention  the  articles 
received  and  the  correspondence  they  elicited  lead  me  to  think  that 
they  were  generally  regarded  as  candid  and  forcible  discussions  of  a 
most  important  subject.  I  think  I  may  promise  as  much  for  the 
nc\v  scries. 

HENRY  W.  LAMB. 
EOSTOX,  Jan.  2,  1901. 


